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The date of the first white man settling in the area of what is now
the city of Westbrook is not known.

The first recorded deed bears the date of 1657 given by Squitterygussct,
to Francis Small, fisherman.

The first settler of whom we have any record was Joseph Conant.

The earliest industry, lumbering, was started in 1729 and continued
for 150 years.

The manufacture of paper began in 1845 by Day and Lyon and the
plant was purchased in 1854 by Samuel D. Warren.

Cotton goods were first manufactured about 1830; later, in 1866,
Dana Warp Mills were incorporated.

The manufacture of silk by the Haskell Silk Company was started in
1874.

In 1814 the sections called Ammoncongan and Saccarappa were in-
corporated as a town called Westbrook, in honor of Col. Thom-
as Westbrook.

In 1887 a city charter was granted by the legislature and adopted by
the town in 1891.

In 1894 the Walker Memorial Library was dedicated; a gift of Joseph
Walker, a former citizen.

Our city has the distinction of packing the first hermetically scaled
can of corn.

Paul Akers, the sculptor, was born in Westbrook.

Annie Louise Cary, the singer, was the daughter of a Westbrook phy-
slclan.

In the middle of the 18th century there were only 50 families in West-
brook.

By the middle of the 20th century there were about 2700 families in
Westbrook.

Our present population is 13,500.
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